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French Origins
Both the Hamel and the Landry 
family ancestors originated in 
France.  Hamel   ancestors came 
from Avremesnil in Normandy; 
Landry ancestors came from 
La Chauss®e in the Loudun 
area of Poitou in west central 
France.  For over four hundred 
years, their descendents 
married only members of 
other French families.  Other 
families that contributed to 
the Hamel lineage include 
Gaudry, Gauthier, Grenier, 
Lemay, Houle-Desruisseau, 
Dubeau, Lamothe, Jett®, 
Bergeron, Mailloux, Valli¯res, 
Guien, and Tellier.  Families 
that contributed to the Landry 
family lineage are Pepin, 
Lachance, Brousseau, Dugay, 
Chevalier, Teste, Fortier, Biquet, Bissonnette, Carrier, 
Gonthier, Mercier, Dallaire, Martel, Dion, Drolet, and 
Pacquette. 

The reasons why these families left France are unknown, 
but the events and environment of the 1600s in France 
might provide some insights as to why they decided to 

leave their homeland.  

During the ýrst half of the 
1600s, there was much 
turmoil in France, and many 
peasants took the opportunity 
to start a new life in Qu®bec 
and Acadia in New France.  
During this time there was 
constant war, high taxes, 
inefýcient farming, a series 
of crop failures, famine, 
disease, unemployment and 
poverty.  At the same time 
French sailors were exploring 
and setting up settlements in 
Qu®bec and in Acadia.  The 
French government wanted 
to establish settlements and 
increase trade in New France 
and actively recruited both 
men and women to populate 

their new colonies.  The turmoil in France and the 
opportunities in New France were probably the major 
reasons for immigrating.  
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Hamel Family Origins
Joseph-Wilfred Hamel and 
Rosa Jett® are the ancestor 
of the Hamel Family in West 
Warwick, Rhode Island.  The 
ancestors of Joseph-Wilfred 
Hamel can be traced to 
Saint-Croix in Quebec, Saint-
Foy in Quebec City, Dieppe 
in France, Avremesnil in 
Normandy in the 1600s 
and the village of Hamel 
in Picardy in 1202.  Little is 
known about Rosa Jett®ôs 
family.  

The Hamel Family genealogy 
is well documented in the 
book ñGenealogie de la 
Famille Hamel 1656-1956ò 
by Father Adrien Hamel.  
The book documents the 
direct lineage from the ýrst 
Hamel brothers, Jean and 
Charles Hamel, who settled 
in Qu®bec in 1656, to the 
Hamel family who settled in 
West Warwick, Rhode Island.  
The following excerpts are 
taken from the book.  

The word ñHamelò means ñhamletò or little village.  It comes 
from the Saxon word ñham,ò taken from Hebrew meaning 
ñclanò or ñtribe.ò

The earliest records of the Hamel family originate in 
Picardy in northern France.  Hamel, a commune of 
Somme, in the district 
of Amien, is located 
eleven miles from the 
city of Amiens, on the 
plateau of Santerre, not 
far from the Somme 
River.  In 1914 it had 
621 inhabitants.  It was 
entirely destroyed during 
World War I.  It was taken 
by the German army in 
1918 and retaken by the 
American army on July 
4, 1919.  The ancient 
bourg of Hamel was 
located east southeast 
of Corbie.  It was once 
very large.  Some ruins 
of the fortiýcations can 
still be seen today. 

The Hamel linage can be 
traced back to Wauthier 
I  of Hamel in the year 
1202 through church 

This is the crest of the Hamel 
Family Association in Qu®bec.  
The Hamel Family motto is 
difýcult to translate into English.  
It literally says ñHe who rubs 
there is stung there.ò  It means 
something like ñDonôt mess with 
us.ò A more liberal translation 
would be something like ñHe who 
messes with us gets stung.ò 

Joseph-Wilfred Hamel and his wife 
Rosa Jett® (above) came from Sainte 
Croix in Qu®bec and settled in West 
Warwick, Rhode Island in the late 
1980s. (Below) Joseph-Wilfredôs 
parents, Louis-Alfred Hamel and 
Od®lie Lamothe
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records: Wauthier of Hamel, knight, married to Ermine 
Cr¯vecoeur (Donation, March 1202.) Lord of Hamel, close 
to Corbie, in Picardy. 

Charles Hamel 

Charles Hamel, son of Francois, 
was born about 1624 in France. 
He and his ýrst wife, Judity Auvray, 
were married in 1651.  They had a 
son, Jean, who was born in 1652 in 
France.  His second marriage was 
to Catherine Lemaistre who was 
born in 1623 just before leaving for 
Qu®bec.  This marriage produced 
Charles Hamel who was born in 
1659 in Qu®bec.  

The ýrst notarized record was a 
contract to lease a farm to Jean 
Hamel, Charlesôs brother, from 
Jean Gloria, on December 26, 
1656.  

In 1662 Charles Hamel (father) 
and his family settled on Saint-
Michel Road in Sainte-Foy where 
he obtained a 60-acre parcel of 
woodland according to an inventory 
of Charles (son) on April 23, 1720. 
The following year, on February 24, 1663, ýfty more acres 
were added. (Inventory of 1720)  These parcels are clearly 

shown in the local land register of 1685.   The road to 
Su¯te, which went from Sainte-Foy in Champigny curved 
at several places through the grounds of Charles Hamel. 

Charlesôs home was built of logs 
and measured 44 feet long and 
20 feet wide and was situated 
near the ñChemin du Royò (Royal 
Highway) which led to Cap-Rouge.  
The room was divided into three 
parts placed end-to-end.  The last 
one contained two closets. 

As a charitable gesture of Charles 
Hamel, father, and his wife 
adopted a seven and a half year 
old orphan, Fran­ois Fauqu®es, 
to help around the house ñwith 
the understanding that the child 
would be treated for nine years 
as one of their own: cared for, fed, 
and protected...and to be provided 
Christian instruction for his soul.ò 
(Marchand-Hamel agreement on 
March 16, 1677)

On November 25, 1676 Charles 
Hamel bought a dwelling and 
a parcel of land on the road of 
Notre-Dame de Lorette (route 

Saint-Paul) for his second son, Charles. On the same 
day, his older son Jean received a notarized promise 

The ýrst Hamel ancestors owned land in the area of 
Saint-Foy, which is near present-day Quebec Airport. 
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equal to 20 pounds.  November 8, 
1677, he rented and then bought 
two adjacent acres from Pierre 
Cochereau.  The census of 1681 
shows that Charles owned 20 
cultivated acres and had four 
cattle.  According to the census of 
1711, Charles was still alive at the 
age of 90.  

Jean Hamel 

Jean Hamel, son of Fran­ois and 
brother of Charles, was born in 
1634 and married in France just 
before his arrival in Qu®bec. He 
married Marie Auvray, sister of 
Judith, Charlesô ýrst wife.  Jean and 
Marie Hamel are the ancestors of 
the Hamel Family of West Warwick, 
Rhode Island.  

For seven years he worked on 
the farm of Jean Gloria and 
rented it on December 26, 1656.  
The farm was located between 
Avenues Marguerite-Bourgeois 
and Vauquelin.  Jean Hamel ýnally 
settled down and purchased a part 
of the woodland owned by Nicolas 
Gaudry (called Bourbonni¯re) on 
the road Saint Michel in Sainte-Foy 

on October 28, 1663.  During the 
winter of 1663, he built a house 
30 feet long and 20 feet wide and 
a cattle shed.  After the sudden 
death of his neighbor, Jacques 
Duhamel, in 1665 Jean bought 
his land and added it to his own.  
The property was located just 
west of the Belmont Cemetery.  
Exhausted by the clearing of his 
two properties, Jean died at the 
age of 40 on October 11, 1674.  
He was buried in the cemetery of 
Qu®bec. All of his children were 
born in Qu®bec. On November 27, 
1679 an inventory was made of 
all his belongings.  The inventory 
lists 35 arable acres, 16 acres of 
woodland, one horse, two oxen, 
seven cows, ten pigs, twelve 
hens, corn, oats, rye, peas, and 
hay.  On December 11, 1679 his 
wife married Ren® Furrier.  She 
and her new husband continued 
to live on the road Saint Michel 
until her death in 1716.  Their 
descendents settled in the region 
of lôAncienne-Lorette in Saint-
Foy, Qu®bec City, Saint-Croix, 
Beauce and Lake Saint-Jean. 

Lineage of the Hamel Family of West Warwick, R.I.
From ñGenealogie de la Famille Hamel 1656-1956ò by Father Adrien Hamel. 

1. Francois Hamel (born in Normandy, France)

2. Charles Hamel and Judity Auvray (married in 1651 
    in France)

3. Jean Hamel and Christine-Charlotte Gaudry 
    (married on February 16, 1677 in Rageot, 
    Quebec)

4. Charles-Joseph (born August 10, 1679) married
    M. Angelique Gauthier (on June 27, 1701, Rageot)

5. Joseph-Charles (died September 29, 1788) 
    married Marie-Louise Grenier (on February 26, 
   1732 in Saint Croix)

6. Frs-de-Sales Hamel married M. Charlotte Lemay
    (on February 27, 1759 in Saint Croix)

7. Antoine Hamel (baptized on December 20, 1761) 
    married M. Lse Houle-Desruisseau (on August 26, 
    1788 in Saint Croix)

8. Louis-Isaie Hamel (baptized on July 14, 1794) 
    married Theotiste Dubeau (on October 10, 1826 in
    Saint Augustin)

9. Louis-Alfred Hamel married Od®lie Lamothe (on 
    January 7, 1868 in Sainte Croix)

10. Joseph-Wilfred Hamel (born in 1869) married 
      Rosa Jett® (born in 1873 in Canada) on May 9, 
      1898 in Providence, Rhode Island

11. Roland, Wilfred, Loretta, and Rita Hamel were
      born in Rhode Island are the ancestors of the 
      current Hamel families in West Warwick, Rhode
      Island today. 
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Landry Family Origins
The branch of the Landry Family of Warren, Rhode 
Island, began with Luc Landry and Elmire (sometimes 
spelled and pronounced ñElmira) Lachance from Petite-
Vall®e on the Gasp® Peninsula in 
Qu®bec.  They were married in 1903.  

Luc was born in lôAnce-au-Griffon on May 
18, 1873 to Docith®e Landry and Marie 
Duguay.  There is a mention in a parish 
book in the town of Anse-au-Griffon, a 
short distance from Petite-Vall®e: ñThe 
Landrys were not very numerous in 
lôAnse-au-Griffon.  We ýnd them above 
all in Carleton.  The ýrst Landry to be 
established here was Docithee, son 
of Leon and Marie Duguay.  He also 
married a girl of the same name, Marie 
Duguay.ò  Also included in this parish 
book were the names of their children: 
Joseph (single); Docithee, single; Luc, 
married to Elmire Lachance; Theophile, 
married to Elisa Doudreau; and Marie Alesine, married 
to Joseph Boulay.  This is where the connection between 
the ýrst Landry ancestors of Canada and the Rhode 
Island branch is lost.  

Like many others living in and around Grande-Vall®e in 
the late 1800s and early 1900s, and even today, Luc 
ýshed the local waters, farmed, tapped maple sap, and 
cut wood at one of the local saw mills.  His father-in-
law, Jean Lachance, owned the ýrst mill in Petite-Vall®e.  
Before leaving for the United States in 1912, Luc, 

and Elmire already had six children: 
Yvonne (7/12/1904), Yvon (7/12/1904), 
Addie (5/25/1905), Lucie (12/19/1906), 
Antoinette (9/10/1908), and Gertrude 
(10/4/1910).

Due to the areaôs geographic isolation, 
harsh winters, limited crop growing 
time, sparse resources, and limited 
employment, the area then and 
even today does not support a large 
population. Like many other families in 
Qu®bec at the turn of the 20th Century, 
Luc Landry (at the age of 39) and his 
family joined a large French Canadian 
migration to New England to seek 
employment.

Immigration to the United States
On May 14, 1912, Luc and Elmire Landry, their six 
children, and Elmireôs parents, Jean and Will®mine 
Lachance, took the Grand Truck Railroad to the United 
States via Island Pond, Vermont.  They then traveled 

Luc and Elmire (Lachance) Landry 
around 1925.
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to Mill Road in West Pownal 
in Cumberland County 
near Yarmouth, Maine 
to join Elmiraôs brother, 
Samuel Lachance. During 
their stay in Maine, three 
more children were born: 
Maurice (1/30/1913), Alice 
(1/23/1915), and Frank 
(3/26/1916).  Eventually, 
Jean and Will®mine 
Lachance returned to 
Petite-Vall®e. 

In November, 1919, Luc and 
Elmire purchased a home 
in Warren, Rhode Island 
and ýnally settled at 19 
Barney Street where four more children 
were born: Donat (5/3/1921), IRen® 
(7/22/1922), Ren® (1/17/1924), and 
Florence (2/16/1927). The descendents 
of their son, Maurice, still reside at the 
family homestead. 

While in Warren, Luc was employed at 
the Gulf Oil Company in East Providence 
During his retirement years, he ran a 
small store on Main Street and then a 

snack bar in the basement 
of Saint Johnôs church.  
Luc was an active member 
of Saint Jeanôs Catholic 
Church and also an active 
member of Circle Jacques 
Cartier Society in Warren.  
Elmire was a homemaker, 
who worked for a short time 
at the Bristol Manufacturing 
Corporation during World 
War II. 

Luc died in Warren on August 
11, 1951 at the age of 78.  
Elmire passed away on April 
27, 1967 at the age of 84. 
Both are buried in Warren.  

The First Landry Ancestors
It is generally agreed among researchers 
that the ýrst Landry ancestors to Acadia 
came from the Loudun area of Poitou in 
west central France. ñFive separate and, 
as far as is known, unrelated Landry 
families migrated to North America.  
Two of these are ancestors to our 
family.  Both migrated from France and 

The Landry Family of Warren, Rhode Island in the 1940s
Standing: Addie, Frank, Gertrude, Maurice, Antoinette, Lucie, Donat, 
Florence, Ren®, IRen®.  Seated: Joseph, Elmire, Alice, Luc, Yvonne

A collection of Landry crest and coat of arms 
taken from Google Image Search 6



settled in Acadia in the middle 1600s, and curiously, both 
were headed by men named Ren®; they are therefore 
distinguished from each other as Ren® Landry lôA´n® 
(the older) and Ren® Landry le Jeune (the younger). 
Some authors in the past 
have asserted that the 
two Ren® Landrys were 
half-brothers, sons of a 
Jean Claude Landry.  The 
mother of Ren® lôA´n® 
was listed as unknown, 
and the mother of Ren® 
le Jeune was listed as 
Marie Sall®.  Marie Sall® 
is known, and is found 
on Acadian censuses as 
widow of Jean or Jehan 
Claude; it was assumed 
that the census takers 
omitted his surname, 
Landry.  However, this 
entire scheme was based 
on guesswork.  There is 
no evidence for it, and 
it is now discredited.  
According to Fr. Clarence 
J. dôEntremont, Jehan or Jean Claude was a Micmac 
Indian, and no such person as Jean Claude Landry ever 
existed.  According to research by Stephen A. White into 

Catholic Church marriage dispensations, Ren® Landry 
le Jeune could not have been more closely related to 
Ren® Landry lôA´n® and his sisters Perrine Landry and 
Antoinette Landry than cousins in the third degree. 

Due to the destruction 
of records, the origins 
and parents of neither of 
these two families is likely 
ever to be known.  It may 
be conjectured that they 
originated in La Chauss®e 
in the Loudun area of Poitou 
in west central France, 
because many Acadian 
families originated there, 
and because the name 
Landry is well known there 
but much rarer elsewhere 
in France.  However, the 
conjecture cannot be 
proven with records now 
known.ò  (This information 
was taken from the 
Home Page of H. George 
Friedman, Jr., Professor at 
the University of Urbana-

Champaign.  2253 DCL 1304 West Springýeld Avenue, 
Urbana, IL 61801. Telephone 217-333-4862.  E-mail: 
friedman@cs.uiuc.edu.)  

Lachance and 
Brousseau Families 
settled in Grande-
Vall®e in 1856.
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Old Acadia
(Shaded Area)

USA

Luc and Elmire Landry 
lived in Petite-Vall®e 
until 1912 before 
immigrating to the 
USA. 

Luc 
Landryôs 
was born in  
lôAnse-au-
Griffon.

Luc 
Landryôs 
ancestors 
came from 
Carlton, 
New 
Brunswick. 

The ýrst 
Landry 
ancestors 
from France 
settled in 
Port Royal, 
Acadia, now 
Nova Scotia 
around 
1640.

Luc and Elmire Landry 
ýrst lived in Pownal, 
Cumberland County, 
Maine from 1912-1919.

Luc and Elmire Landry 
moved from Main and 
settled in Warren, Rhode 
Island in 1919. 

Joseph-Wilfred and 
Rosa Hamel settled 
in West Warwick 
around 1890. 

The ýrst 
Hamel family 
settled in 
Saint Foy, a 
surburb of 
Quebec City 
in 1656.

Joseph-
Wilfred 
Hamel came 
from Saint-
Croix before 
immigrating 
to the USA. 

The ýrst 
Lachance 
ancestors 
settled in 
Sainte-
Famille on Ile 
dôOrl®ans. 

Quebec
Saint Foy,
Quebec City

Saint Croix

West Warwick

Petite-Vall®e
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Peter Landry, a lawyer who lives in the City of Dartmouth 
in Nova Scotia, has researched Landry genealogy and 
has written a history of the ýrst one hundred years of 
Landry (1640-1740) Family in Old Acadia.  (He can be 
reached at P.O. Box 1200, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, 
B2Y4B8 or at ñblu_pete&fox.nstn.ca.ò

According to Peter Landry, ñthe ýrst Landry ancestors 
arrived in Acadia around 1640.  They were 
Ren® Landry and his wife Perrine and their 
son also named Ren®.  During their life in 
Acadia the ýrst Landry family had ten children.  
They had ten cattle, six sheep and lived on 
an acre of land.  

Ren® Landry was born in 1618 and came 
from the region of Loudun, in the department 
of Viene, in France.  His father was Jean 
Claude Landry and was born in 1590 in 
Loudun.  He was married to Marie Salle. 

Another clue that indicates Landry family origins began 
in the Piotou area of France is that the language spoken; 
Acadian French, is a variety or dialect that was spoken 
in Anjou and Piotou in France about 400 years ago. 
Acadian French retained features that died out during 
the French standardization efforts in the 1800s.

In subsequent census data from 1678, 1680 to 1752, 
there is mention of Landry ancestors living in Port Royal 

and in the surrounding areas such as Minas, Grand 
Pre, Riviere St. Antoine, Vechkok, Chediak, and Point 
Beausejour.  

Lachance Family Origins
Elmire Landryôs maiden name was ñLachanceò and came 
from Grande-Vall®e.  Her father was Jean Lachance and 

her motherôs maiden name was Brousseau.  
The names Lachance and Brousseau are 
common among the inhabitants of Grande-
Vall®e and Petite-Vall®e today.
 
It is futile to look for the origin of the name 
ñLachanceò in France.  It is a nickname 
that was given to Antoine Pepin, the ýrst 
Lachance, and that served, upon his arrival 
in New France, to distinguish him from other 
immigrants who were called ñPepin.ò  Even 
his brother, Francois, who also came to 

Canada, did not use the name ñLachance.ò
It was in the church of Notre-Dame in the city of Le Havre, 
in Normandy, France, that Antoine Pepin was born.  The 
church register states: ñAnthoine, son of Andre Pepin 
and Jeanne Chevalier his wife baptized and named 
by Anthoine Dubois and Jeanne daughter of Nicollas 
Gringoire the 10th of April, 1636.  Antoine was the ýrst 
born and had three brothers and one sister: Francois, 
Louis, Bonaventure, and Marie.  The Pepin family lived 
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in Le Havre, where Andre, the father, was a merchant.  
According to Monseigneur Cyprien Tanquay, the name 
Pepin comes from the language of northern France 
and derives from ñpep,ò which means ñimpetuous.ò  
English has kept the words ñpepò and ñpeppyò to mean 
ñenergetic.ò

On January 5, 1655, Antoine Pepin dit (called) ñLachance,ò 
was a servant of Louis dòAilleboust, the ex-governor of 
New France and lord of the 
domain of Coulonge just 
outside Qu®bec City.  Upon 
his employerôs death, Antoine 
inherited 16 acres of land 
behind the governorôs house 
in Coulonge, along the road 
that goes from Qu®bec City 
to Cap-Rouge.  He built a 
house there the same year.  
On the same day, Antoine 
was also given 200 acres of 
land in Lauson, across from 
Qu®bec City, where he had the right to hunt and ýsh.  

In the autumn of 1658, Antoineôs brother, Francois, 
obtained a lease on a farm on the island of Orleans (lôLle 
dôOrleans) across from Qu®bec City.  Due to the danger 
from Iroquois Indians raids at his farm in Coulonge, 
Antoine moved to the parish of Ste-Famille on lôLle 
dôOrleans.  On June 24, 1659 the notary Guillaume 

Audouart wrote: ñOn the 24th of June, 1659, Denis 
Guyon sold for 300 pounds, his land of 360 acres to the 
partners of Jacques Asseline and Antoine Pepin.ò

Five months after his arrival on lôLle dôOrleans, Antoine 
Pepin called Lachance married Marie Teste in the church 
of Notre-Dame of Qu®bec.  He was 23 and she was 27.  
They had 12 children: Ignace, Jean, Gervais, Joseph, 
Paul, Elisabeth, Marie, Genevieve, Antoine, Jacques, 

Gabriel and Charles.  
Antoine and Marie had 28 
grandchildren.  

Antoine Pepin called 
Lachance died on January 
23, 1703, and is buried in 
the parish of Sainte-Famille 
on lòlle dôOrleans.  

Marie Teste was born in 1632 
and died on September 11, 
1701.  She was the daughter 
of Jean Teste and Louise 

Talonneau, who lived in La Rochelle in Aunis in 1659.  
Jean was a merchant in Villefagnan in Angoumois. 
Marie had one sister, Marguerite, who lived in France 
and a brother, Pierre, who lived only one day. 
At this point, the connection between the Lachance 
family of lòIle dôOrleans and the branch of the family that 
settled in Grande-Vallee and Petite-Vallee is lost. 

Jean and Will®mine Lachance
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